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COSA S| PUO FARE NEI GIANNUTRI, L'ISOLA DA SOLA DENTRO LA CARTOLINA DA ESTATE 2020: COSA 5TA
PARCHI IN CITTA NELLA CONDOMINIO PEDRERA DI GAUDI. DA MARETTIMO, POSTO DA SUCCEDENDO AGLI
FASE 27 DUE MESI FOCHE E DA PIRATI AFFITTI?

A PAINTER’S SECRET GARDEN IN THE HEART OF ROME

A cloister preserved unchanged in time, under the shadows of centuries-old magnolias and lush green citrus trees, unites art
and artifice

By ISABELLA CLARA SCIACCA 12/05/2020
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Among the winding alleyways of Rome’s Trastevere — the artist’s neighborhood
par excellence — sits a doorway framed in ivy. Here, in a hidden dimension where
time seems to have come to a standstill, every detail speaks to a distinguished

beauty, without distinction between the antique or contemporary.

Daniele Molajoh

It’s the atelier and residence of painter Luisa Longo and her son Ascanio Balbo,
not to mention a refined maison de charme.

Opening onto a large cloister, a hidden garden lays preserved, unchanged in time,
conserving original handmade terracotta floors that catch the shadows of

centuries-old magnolias and lush green citrus trees.

Here, art and artifice are intertwined: fountains with 17®-century figures alternate
with contemporary sculptures, including the head of sculptor Camillo Bersani in a

dialogue of contrasts and combinations, of classic and contemporary art, reflecting
the creative soul of those that inhabit the home.

Daniele Molajoh

Outdoor furnishings underline the versatility of an internal courtyard: neat angles
with small tables and chairs in wrought iron become the perfect place for

breakfast, while a metallic spiral staircase climbs towards the floor above.

Sitting around the largest magnolia at the center of the cloister, guests can enjoy
the soft light and domesticated nature nestled inside — all elements that are

curated to craft an impeccable continuity.

DirectOr’s chairs in wood and fabric are placed on the sun-soaked courtyard,
offering a perfect spot to read in the shadows of jasmine, while ivy crawls along
the wall, and palms and fruit trees establish themselves as outdoor anchors mixing
the Mediterranean and exotic.

Danmele Molapoh

At the other end, under beams on the veranda, chairs in iron sit before a coffee
table with a glass top, creating the perfect atmosphere for private conversation.
Meanwhile, in the dépendance, a window floods Luisa Longo’s atelier with light,

illuminating her work station.

Having long cultivated a passion for art, design, and architecture, the owner — a
fiber artist with exhibitions in some of Italy’s most important institutions —
personally curated interiors to highlight a collection of signature art and design she
began at a young age.

Here, paintings are flanked by sculptures — Aldo Mondino, Francesco Messina,
Meret Oppenheim, Chantal Joffe, Filippo De Pisis, Behi Shamiri, and Sergio Romiti
just to name a few — contrasting the wide selection of design objects, including a
custom-made bookcase by Giorgio Mariani at the entrance, frames from designer
Gennaro Avallone, the mirrors of Rita Varelli, and a Wunderkammer table in the
living area. In the lounge, among the many pieces of art, are works from the
homeowner herself: architectures in organza and a large abstract painting on linen

placed above the low bookcase.
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Fabrics for furnishings were all chosen with the utmost care — coherently with the
importance of materials cladding Longo’s very own works — which all come from
only the best Made in Italy districts.

On the floor above, in a mini-apartment, warm pink shades of silk unfurl as a
prelude to the sunset which can be enjoyed from the covered terrace on the same
floor. Here, placed atop handmade terracotta tiles, custom-made outdoor furniture
in wrought iron includes a re-edition of the classic Tripolina chair, alternating blue

and orange fabrics.

Thanks to a sophisticated, natural approach, furnishings cohabit the same spaces in
harmony while still maintaining their individual value with fresh and new pairings.
This is also the case for the terrace rooftop clad in straw favoring relaxation and
comfort.

From a young age, Longo has shared her home in Bologna with artists and friends,
cultivating a meeting spot for internationally renowned painters, sculptors, and
writers; a creative atmosphere that she’s extended to Rome, realizing a refined
estate for lovers of art and design.



